United States Patent and Trademark Ofhce 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark OtBce 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO. 



10/553,809 10/18/2005 

24498 7590 09/15/2008 

Joseph J. Laks 

Thomson Licensing LLC 

2 Independence Way, Patent Operations 

PO Box 5312 

PRINCETON, NJ 08543 



Jaime Arturo Valenzuela 



DOWLING, WILLIAM C 



PAPER NUMBER 



DELIVERY MODE 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication. 



PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07) 



KJttiVrXi nvrliyjts OUff Iff fcff Jr 


Application No. 

10/553,809 


Applicant(s) 

VALENZUELA, JAIME ARTURO 


Examiner 

William C. Dowling 


Art Unit 
2851 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address — 
Period for Reply 
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3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) ^ The drawing(s) filed on 18 October 2005 is/are: a)^ accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-3, 15-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
EP 1091573. 

3. EP 1 091 573 discloses a method of digitally reproducing a variable density 
analog film soundtrack comprising: 

EP 1091573 discloses a device and method for reproducing analog audio 
information recorded on a film comprising: 

Optically scanning a variable area soundtrack (3) with a CCD line sensor (13) 
and outputting a digital signal RS-422; 

Storing the digital signal in memory (19); 

Applying statistical processing techniques to the stored digital signal to restore at 
least one characteristic. 

Such processing includes brightness averaging and adaptive filtering 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
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the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 4-5, 7-1 2, 1 8-1 9, 21 -26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over EP 1091573. 

As regards Claims 7 and 21 it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to apply any known method of signal manipulation, such as conversion to 12 bit, 
in order to obtain a desired type of signal to perform corr3ection on. 

As regards Claims 4-5, 18-19 it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art 
to perform the several correction under the supervision of an operator in order to 
maintain control in case of error in processing. 

As regards Claims 8-12, 22-26, as noted in Column 6 Lines 7-16 the scanning 
system is synchronized with a transport of the film. It would have been obvious to apply 
known methods of alignment in order to obtain the best imaging. Such a modification 
amounts to applying known techniques to known devices to achieve a predictable result 
of alignment 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

6. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

7. Claims 13 and 14 are indefinite because there is no definite antecedent for "the 
step of creating a look up table" or "the step of performing adaptive filtering". Such 
steps are recited in the alternative in Claim 3 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
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paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

8. Claims 6 and 20 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

9. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: Claims 6 and 20 present a nonobvious series of steps as recited in Claims 3 
and 17. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to William C. Dowling whose telephone number is 571- 
272-21 16. The examiner can normally be reached on MON-THURS. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Diane Lee can be reached on 571-272-2399. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/William C. Dowling/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2851 
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